
STAAR 2.0 Transitional Items

Social Studies Grade 8
The lead4ward transiƟ onal items are designed to provide teachers and leaders with examples of how released mulƟ ple-choice items 
could look in the format of the STAAR 2.0 new item types. The lead4ward crew has adapted elementary and secondary items in 
various TEKS clusters for STAAR-tested courses. Within those TEKS clusters, new item types that are applicable to the specifi c grade 
and subject are represented. 

The transiƟ onal items can be used with the PLC: 

• when planning for applicaƟ on of learning and transfer to STAAR 

• to analyze and discuss the STAAR 1.0 and 2.0 examples, including:

 ◦ the similariƟ es and diff erences between mulƟ ple-choice and new item type thinking, sƟ muli, and representaƟ on of the content
 ◦ how the new item types may be beƩ er or more challenging for students
 ◦ student misconcepƟ ons and mistakes
 ◦ how specifi c online tools and resources may support parƟ cular new item types 

The transiƟ onal items can also be used with students during instrucƟ on:  

• as prompts for bell ringers, modeling with assessment items, analysis and discussion in centers or workstaƟ ons, and with Learning 
from Mistakes strategies on the lead4ward playlist 

• to analyze and discuss the STAAR 1.0 and 2.0 examples, including:

 ◦ the similariƟ es and diff erences between mulƟ ple-choice and new item type thinking, sƟ muli, and representaƟ on of the content
 ◦ how the new item types may be beƩ er or more challenging
 ◦ possible learning mistakes
 ◦ how specifi c online tools may support parƟ cular new item types 
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©lead4ward (v.1.20.23)                 lead4ward Transitional Item examples show how teachers can take released STAAR 1.0 items and re-envision them as STAAR 2.0 items.                Source: Texas Education Agency 

  

 

STAAR Released Item Drag and Drop 
8.2(A) 2016 item 31 
[Reasons for Exploration and Early Colonization] 
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©lead4ward (v.1.20.23)                 lead4ward Transitional Item examples show how teachers can take released STAAR 1.0 items and re-envision them as STAAR 2.0 items.                Source: Texas Education Agency 

  

 

STAAR Released Item Inline Choice 
8.2(B) 2021 item 24 
[Reasons for Exploration and Early Colonization] 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grade 8: Exploration and Colonization 
STAAR 2.0 Transitional Items 
 
 

©lead4ward (v.1.20.23)                 lead4ward Transitional Item examples show how teachers can take released STAAR 1.0 items and re-envision them as STAAR 2.0 items.                Source: Texas Education Agency 

  

 

STAAR Released Item Hot Text 
8.3(A) 2019 item 9 
[Representative Government and Its Growth] 
 

 

STAAR Released Item Drag and Drop 
8.3(B) 2022 item 21 
[Representative Government and Its Growth] 
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©lead4ward (v.1.20.23)                 lead4ward Transitional Item examples show how teachers can take released STAAR 1.0 items and re-envision them as STAAR 2.0 items.                Source: Texas Education Agency 

  

 

STAAR Released Item Match Table Grid 
8.11(A) 2015 item 5 
[Economics of the Colonial Regions] 
 

 

STAAR Released Item Multiselect 
8.12(B) 2021 item 39 
[Economics of the Colonial Regions] 
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©lead4ward (v.1.20.23)                 lead4ward Transitional Item examples show how teachers can take released STAAR 1.0 items and re-envision them as STAAR 2.0 items.                Source: Texas Education Agency 

  

 

STAAR Released Item Drag and Drop 
8.15(B) 2016 item 19 
[The Articles and the Constitutional Convention] 
 

 

STAAR Released Item Hot Text 
8.15(C) 2019 item 30 
[Bill of Rights] 
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©lead4ward (v.1.20.23)                 lead4ward Transitional Item examples show how teachers can take released STAAR 1.0 items and re-envision them as STAAR 2.0 items.                Source: Texas Education Agency 

  

STAAR Released Item Match Table Grid 
8.4(E) 2019 item 6 
[Ratification Debate] 
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©lead4ward (v.1.20.23)                 lead4ward Transitional Item examples show how teachers can take released STAAR 1.0 items and re-envision them as STAAR 2.0 items.                Source: Texas Education Agency 

  

 

STAAR Released Item Multipart 
8.19(D) 2018 item 33 
aligned to current SE 8.19(C) 
[Government/Citizenship] 
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©lead4ward (v.1.20.23)                 lead4ward Transitional Item examples show how teachers can take released STAAR 1.0 items and re-envision them as STAAR 2.0 items.                Source: Texas Education Agency 

  

 

STAAR Released Item Multiselect 
8.19(D) 2014 item 33 
aligned to current SE 8.19(C) 
[Government/Citizenship] 
 

 

STAAR Released Item Multiselect 
8.21(C) 2018 item 31 
[The Articles and the Constitutional Convention] 
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©lead4ward (v.1.20.23)                 lead4ward Transitional Item examples show how teachers can take released STAAR 1.0 items and re-envision them as STAAR 2.0 items.                Source: Texas Education Agency 

  

 

STAAR Released Item Drag and Drop 
8.5(C) 2014 item 42 
[Formation of Political Parties] 
 

 

STAAR Released Item Inline Choice 
8.5(E) 2016 item 44 
[Setting the Precedent: The First Six Presidents] 
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©lead4ward (v.1.20.23)                 lead4ward Transitional Item examples show how teachers can take released STAAR 1.0 items and re-envision them as STAAR 2.0 items.                Source: Texas Education Agency 

  

STAAR Released Item Hot Spot 
8.5(E) 2016 item 44 
[National Security and Foreign Policy of the Early Republic] 
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©lead4ward (v.1.20.23)                 lead4ward Transitional Item examples show how teachers can take released STAAR 1.0 items and re-envision them as STAAR 2.0 items.                Source: Texas Education Agency 

  

 

STAAR Released Item Multipart 
8.6(A) 2018 item 13 
[Domestic Issues of the Early Republic] 
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©lead4ward (v.1.20.23)                 lead4ward Transitional Item examples show how teachers can take released STAAR 1.0 items and re-envision them as STAAR 2.0 items.                Source: Texas Education Agency 

  

 

STAAR Released Item Multiselect 
8.12(D) 2019 item 42 
aligned to current SE 8.12(C) 
[Domestic Issues of the Early Republic] 
 

 

STAAR Released Item Drag and Drop 
8.13(A) 2015 item 48 
[National Security and Foreign Policy of the Early Republic] 
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©lead4ward (v.1.20.23)                 lead4ward Transitional Item examples show how teachers can take released STAAR 1.0 items and re-envision them as STAAR 2.0 items.                Source: Texas Education Agency 

  

 

STAAR Released Item Multiselect 
8.14(B) 2019 item 26 
[Domestic Issues of the Early Republic] 
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©lead4ward (v.1.20.23)                 lead4ward Transitional Item examples show how teachers can take released STAAR 1.0 items and re-envision them as STAAR 2.0 items.                Source: Texas Education Agency 

  

 

STAAR Released Item Inline Choice 
8.10(C) 2018 item 16 
[Effects of Industrialization] 
 

 

STAAR Released Item Hot Text 
8.23(A) 2015 item 24 
[Factors of Industrialization] 
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©lead4ward (v.1.20.23)                 lead4ward Transitional Item examples show how teachers can take released STAAR 1.0 items and re-envision them as STAAR 2.0 items.                Source: Texas Education Agency 

  

 

STAAR Released Item Multiselect 
8.27(D) 2015 item 29 
aligned to current SE 8.27(C) 
[Free Enterprise and Innovation] 
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